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Amne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenies

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear MSLange .

~ The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassrools political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully wrge NMEFS o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. : '

First, NMFS st address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to divected fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are larse breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass meortality in the .
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this 18

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are CORCerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to cnhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. - :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resuit
e e ST TaSt Ve IATEEEeNt Theasutes-for-recroational fishermoen-such as higher mininmmn size
Timits, reduced bag Lirvits, apd shorter seasons which would surely add up to Jost opportuaities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal cofmmnities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. '

Respectfilly Submitted.

Signumice

I FISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 ‘
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) 1s 2 national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 1o commercial ners. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality i the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to Temove the moratorinm until this is
addressed. . ‘ ' :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are CONCCINs about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of oldet, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : '

‘Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment . Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more Testrictive management Measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mintmuim size
fimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. :

Striped bass are far (00 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities (o -
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS 10 continue the striped bass
harvest moratoriom in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

St fat
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grassroots political actiop organization

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMES must address the commercial byeaich of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable Lo commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality i the

EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate
addressed.

to remove the moratorium until this is

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed 1he targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

T Tooré reStECtive managenient Theasures for Tecreational fishermen Such as lgher finifutn size - 1

limits, reduced bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportimities for the

recreationat fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comrnunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS 1o continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.
Respectfully Submitted,
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Anne Lange .

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisherics Service '
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 2 national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA.1
respectfully wrge NMFES 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS$ must address the cornmercial bycatch of striped bass that is afready occurring .
the EEZ before opening these waters o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually m the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is alrcady a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due Lo commercial bycatch. It would 1ot be appropriate to temove the moratoriugm until this is
addressed. -

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratoriuim would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. . '

Furthermote, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased offort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in mote restrictive management MCASUITS for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunilics for the

recreational fishmg sector.

Striped bass are far 00 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 1o
he compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the BEZ. ' ‘

Re Jty Submitted,
%%
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
' National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
 Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: | |
" The Recreational Fishing Aliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen and the spott fishing industry. As a membex of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES 10 keep the EEZ closed 1o striped bass fishing. |

~ First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurrmg in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occor annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass. are particularly vuinerabie to cormmercial nets. On the water:
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. 1t would not be appropriate (o remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. . |
' Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are conceins about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, Jarger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' o
" Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass i the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in-more Testrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such &5 higher minimm size
fimits, reduced bag linits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities tO
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ‘

Respec
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Anne Lange .

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division -
Office-of Sustainable Fisheries

National Matine Fisharies Service

- 1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Fax (301) 713-0596

Silver Spring, MD 20910
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" Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a membet of the RFA, 1
respectfilly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing, |

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur antually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
‘migrations, Jarge numbers of bass are particulatly valnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that thiere is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

"BEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed. »

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are CONCEINs about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratoriam would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

. which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. o

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing moriality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

- iy THiOTE Testrivtive mArEgement meastres for recreati nal fisherhiem sociras higher tninfranm-size— =

liits, reduced bag Jimits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. '

| Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational ﬁShing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. - .

Respectfully Submitted,

.. " . ..:Jfﬂ!
. Bignature .
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Arnne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries .
Narional Marine Fisheries Service .
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0396

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 2 national
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Narional Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that 15 already ocenrring in
the EEZ. before opening these waters to direcied fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large preeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 1o commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due 1o commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is -

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are Concems about the relative lack of larger fish in the
‘stock. Lifting the moratorum would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enbance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatenad. '

, Furthermore, an apen harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
(0 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive Managemment Measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreatjonal fishing 86CLOL. . \ |

Striped bass are far too valuable to the Tecreational fishing sector and coastal commgnities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I sirongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

' harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Regpectfully Submitted,
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- Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Dear Ms. Lange: |
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Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20010

Fax (301} 713-0596

The Recreational Fishing Alliange (RFA) is i l i i i

oe Recres a national, grassroots political action orga
fepresenting individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As E member of the REF
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

the EE ng:t NMFS_gnust address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurfi
fore operiing these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of stri
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Durin
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On tl;e Watef
Ebgzr;auons have shc!wn that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
addresgjdm commercial byeatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the meratorium until this is

ock Segond, as Amcn(i‘nmnt 6 states, there are coneettis about the relative lack of larger fish in the
§ t;g - ifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, '
&r lct An;endment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
eatened,

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ couid cause the fishin i
+a0 O mortality rate
f0 exceed the targers sat in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ ccfﬂd then rysult

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons whi m
: : 50 ch would surely add .
recreational fishing sector, y add up to lost opportunities fpor the

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal conununif'
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. o

Respectfully Submitted,

WA Ve L]
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisherjes Division
Office of Sustamable Fisheries
Mational Maring Fisheries Service

- 1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-05%6

Dear Ms. Lange: .

. The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots pofitical action organization
representing individal sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closea to striped bass fishing. ' :

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anpually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to commercial nets. On the water

observations have shown that there is already a significant arnount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium uatil this is

“addressed.
Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the motatorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thas, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threarened.

: Farthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and ¢oastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFES to continue the striped bass

harvest moratoriwm in the EEZ.

10/28/2003 0OU:33PM
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Anne Lange .

Chief, State-Federa) Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishcrics

Natiopal Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway. Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-05%6

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing jndividual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, [
respectfully urge NMFES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ belore opening these waters to directed fisherics. Exlensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial acts. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratoriurn until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concetns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks (o enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : '

Furthermore, an upen harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the Largets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive numagement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minkmum size
limits. reduced bag kimits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitics to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this timne. | strongly urge NMEFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. '

Respectfully mtted,
Sipnuturc / 5/ :
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‘AnneLa‘ngc

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Nationat Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596.
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Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots polincal action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring m
' the EEZ before opening these waters 0 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of strped
bass oceur annually i the Mid-Atantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large nambers of bass are particularly yulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial byeatch. It would not be appropriate 10 ISmMOVe the moratorium until this i
addressed. : o

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there ave concersis about the relative lack of targer fish in the
" stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressurc on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-terin sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘ '

~ Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

" Taoré TeStACtve TANAZEMENE MeasLres == Tof recreafional fishermen suchi s higher misfmumsize
humits, reduced bag lmits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this tirne. 1 strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
narvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submitted,

/M—'-
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Divisionl
Office of Sustainable Fisheries.

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sijver Spring, MD 20910 '

Fax {301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alhance (RFA)isa national,

ND.947 D13

5107923928 p.1

--------------------

grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing MdustTy. As a member of the RFA. 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed 1o striped bass fishing. ‘

' First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oceurring in
the EEZ before opening these watars to directed fishenies. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occut annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large treeders. During these
migraiions, 12rge numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have showil that there is already & significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

T

EEZ due to copmercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to IemOve the moraforuim until this is

addressed.

gecond, as Amendrment & states, there are concerns about the relative tack of larget fish in the
gtock. Lifting the moratorium would place an. increased pressure o1 the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to ephance. Thus, the long-term gustainahility of the stock would be

threatened.

: Furthermore, an opel harvest of striped bass in the BERZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

n more restrictive smanagement Measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimim size
Jimits, reduced bag limits, and shorier seasons which would surely add up 10 lost ﬂpportuxﬁtiﬁs far the

recreational fishing sector-

Siriped bass are far too valuable L0 the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMES to continue ihe striped bass

harvest noratorivm in the EEZ.
Respectiolly Submitted,

Signamire

1FISH » 1VOTE
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Anmne Lange _

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries.

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0396

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a pational, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is atready occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occnr annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large preeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ‘ .

Second, as Amendment 6 staies, there are conceIns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifiing the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. . '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
" ta exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive manageinent measurcs for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
lirnits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMEFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectilly Subrmitted,

TR

Si g‘n:ﬁh{e

I FISH ¢ I VOTE

10/28/2003 0OU:33PM



182826863 B5:12 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 ML 947 DALS
491 826 3546
: 491 =-826-3546 Sep. 18 2BA3 B1:12PM F1 ‘

FROM :RI SALTWATER AMGLERS ASSOC  FRAX NO. . A¥i=Bsbron

[

. Fax (301) 713- 0596
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Address i - _ . . (S IS Lo

Anne Lzmgc

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division .
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service =
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

AR R AL — e iw——-. - N e it e L e e

Dear Ms. Lange

. . The Recreational Fishing Alhance (RFA}”IS a natmnal, grassroots pohtlcal action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, [
respectfully urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

_ First, NMFES mst address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is a]mady'oc:curﬁng in
the EEZ, before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually i the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these |
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vainerable to commercial nets. On the watsr
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Anwndnmm 6 states, thcm are CONCerns about the relat:ve lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 sceks to enbance, Thus, ths: Iong—mrm sustmnablhty of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of stnped baz.s in the EEZ. could caose the fishing mortality rate

. to exceed the targets sef in Amendment 6. Increased cffort and landings in the EEZ could then result,

in more restrictive managemem: measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minjroum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shcrtar seasons which would sure:ly add up 1o lost opportumtms for the
recreauonal fishing sector

Striped bass are far too valuable to the mcreauonal ﬁshmg sector a;ud coastal communities to
be compromised by opemng the EEZ at this time, ] stmugly urge NMFS to contintie the striped bass
harvest moratorrum m the EEZ. -

Resmctﬁ:lly Subm:tted

" IFISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596 -

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, gfassmbts political action organization
representing individual sport fshermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numnbers of bass are particularly wulnerabie to commercial nets, On the water
ohsetvations have shown that there is already & significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is '

. addressed.

 Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns gbout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place ap increased pressuxe On the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-termn sustainability of the stock would be
‘threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then Tesult
in more resirictive MANREEMENt MEASUIeS for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
Yimits, reduced bag limts, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost oppottunities for the
recreational fishing sector. |

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities (0
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Res) iy Subpyiged.

ignmr&/ #' ‘\.__,...-/
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheres Dnvision

Office of Sustainable Fisheries .

National Marine Fisheries Sexvice

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: |

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a natjonal, grassroots political action organization
representing individual spoxt fuhermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully nrge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to gtriped bass fishing. '

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these ‘watets to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
wigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulperable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that thera is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate {0 IEmOVe the moratorium until this s
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are Concerns about the relative lack of Jarger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance: Thus, the long-term sustajinability of the stock would be
threatened. : -

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increasad effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

- .,,,.V_m. more rm‘ [ mmmltmﬂﬁmmmmmmw’ -Hﬂﬂﬂliﬂ‘ 3 mm —————
limits, reduced bag Linits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost oppeortunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too vajuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities {0
be campromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
" harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

Respectfully Submitted,
/q féiLﬂLaﬂnf*‘ﬂF-ﬁﬂm
S I |
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring. MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Pear Ms. Lange:

NDO.947 D@18
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__________

The Recreational Fishing Aliance (RFA) is 2 national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the FEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of st
the BEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extens
bhass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fi
rigrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 0 €0
observations have shown that there is alrsady a significant
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropnale

-

addressed.

riped bass that is already occurring in
e coastal migrations of striped

sh are large breeders. During, these
mmercial nets. On the water
ampunt of striped bass mortality in the

to remove the moratorium until this 18

: Second, as Amendmett & states, there are cOncerns about the relative \ack of larger fish 1D the
stock. Lifting the moratoriim would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

" threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Tncreased effort and landings in the EEZ could then Tesult
in more restrictive (nanagement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher TEnifIN 5128
Timnits, reduced bag lunits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 0 Jost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sectot and coastal communities 1o

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge

harvest moratorium in the EEL.
| Respectiully Subrritted,

NMES to coptinue the striped bass

10/28/2003 0OU:33PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

.De;u-Ms. Lange: |

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 2 national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As 2 member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the KEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries: Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly veinerable to commercial pets, On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to rémove the moratorium until this i$

addressed. |

Second, 25 Amendment 6 states, there are concerns 2hout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stoek. Lifting the moratorium would place an ficreased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : :
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could thenresult
o s s o= i mOTE TESTHiCTIVE-MaNAZement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher-minmmm size———
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped hass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ‘

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature
I FISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 - '

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As a member of the RFA. 1
respectfully vrge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of stnped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly viulnerable to commercial nets, On the water -
ohservations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality i the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorinm until this is
addressed. ‘ '

, Second, as Amendment 6 states, therc are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the.
stock. Lifting the moratorivm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks Lo enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘ . S

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

.:..‘tq.expm:g:_l__thg targets set in Armndnmntﬁ\. Increased effort and landings-in the EEZ ¢ould then result

T more Testricive Management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

bmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to Jost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal cosrmmnities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted.

1FISH « IVOTE
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-.Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division -

" Office of Sustainsble Fisheries -- . B

" - National Marine Fisheries Service .
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317 . . ' — ra
Silver 'Sfring, MD 20910 weoocP 18203
Fax (301) 713-0595 .

_______________________

Dear Ms. Lange,

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (REA) is a national, grassroots political action organization r:lsmsenting indi-
vidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep
the EEZ closed to striped bass hshing. :

~ First, NMFS must address the commercial byeatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the EEZ before
opening these waters ro directed fisheties. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass occur anpually in the Mid-
Aslantic EEZ and many of these fish are Jarge braeders. During thece mmigrations; stripers aggregate on bottom fea~
tures that hold forage and Usc these afeas a8 winter feeding grounds. This makes larpe rrumbers of bass vulnerable to
commercial fishing gesr such as gillners, small und large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pait trawls. On the water
observattons have shown that there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality mm the EEZ due to com-
mercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate 1o remove the moratoriwm until this is addressed. o

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Man ent Plin states, there are concerns about

 the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the

moratorium would place an increaséd pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to
enhance. Thus, the Yon,g~term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and comstal communities to be compromised by
opening the EEZ at this time. 1 stroogly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ

‘indefirnutely or until time in which we moze clearly tnderstand the consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,

Koscer F DE Mbeco
QI Cohaisg Bl
Coplgpth, N . T . 072067
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Qffice of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring. MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-05%6

__________
wwwwwwwwwwww

Dcar Ms. Lange:

“The Recreational Fisling Alliance (RFA) is a Rational, grasstoots political action organization
represcring individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMI'S 10 keep the EEZ, closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ, before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EFZ and many of these fish arc large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable o commercial nets, On the water
obscrvations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortabily in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate (o remove Lhe moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns sbout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment ¢ seeks 1o enhance. Thus. the Jong-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ ¢ould cause the fishing mortality rate
lo exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased efforl and landings in the EEZ could then resull
in more restrictive Management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimurm size . %<
limits, reduced bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, 1 strongly urpe NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratotium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitled,

IFISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange : |
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

. ___.H___,__.__-_;_._.._ e i mer s, ek
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Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (REA) isa pational, grasstoots political action orgapization

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a mermber of the RFA, 1
respecifully urge NMEFS to keep the EEZ closed 10 striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bvcatch of striped bass that is already occurring m
the EEZ before opening these Waters 1o directed fishenies. Extensive ¢oastal mierations of siriped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particulacly volnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
BEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amnendment 6 states, there are concerns shout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus. the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatenad. ,

 Furthermore, an Open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ conld cause the fishing mortality raic -
to exceed the targets set in Ammendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

mn mote restrictive managemcﬁﬁhééﬁtféé'ﬁ?ﬁi&éﬁiﬁi fishetmen such as Righer TNROUII SIZE
Vinits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons Which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to”
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. . '

Respectfulty Submitted,

LFISH ¢ IVOTE

Signature
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Pisheries Divisian
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Mational Marine Fishcrier Service

1715 Eagt-Wast Highway, Reom 13317
Sitver Spring, M1} 20910

Tux (301) 713-05%6

Dear Ms, Lange,

the EEZ closcd fo striped bass fishing.

o e e =

enhance. Thus, the fong-term sustaina

! opening the EEZ. at thic time, 1 strongly wrge

Respeetfully Suhmitred,
(harr Lom

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) ia a national, grasstoors
vidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member ©

First, NMFS raust address the commercial byeatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the ELZ beforc
opening these waters Lo Jirected fisheries. Extensive constal migrations of siriped bass ocear annually in the Mid-
Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are largc hreeders, During these migrations, stripers appregate on bottom fea-
tures that hold forage and use these arcas as winter feeding grounds. This smnkes larpe numbers of bass vulnerable to
commercial fishing gear such 2 gillners, small and large mesh trawls, mid-watct trawls and pait rrawls. On the water
ohecrvationg have ehown it there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to com-
mercial hycatch. Tt would not be appropriate te remoye the miveatorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Mana
the relative fack of farger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ arc larger females. Lifting the
mgratotium wonld placc an increased Y’rcsmre on the stack of older, farger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to

itity of the stock would bic threatencd.
Striped bags arc far too valuable to the recreational fishing sectot and coastal communities o be compromised by
NMTS 1o continue the striped bass hasvest moratorium in the EEZ

indefinitely or until fime in which we morc cleatly understand the conrequences of its removal.
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Anne Lange T
Chicf, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: | .

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (REA) is a national, grassroots politica] action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfitlly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed Lo striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commnercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these walers to directed fisheries. Exicnsive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vaincrable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant gmount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratoriura until this is
addressed. ‘

Second, as Amendrnent 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to erhance., Thm, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.,

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
“T 7T U Tin miode restTiclive manigemiedl mesiures for recreational fishermen suctras higher minmtrsize -~ - —
Limuts, reduced bag limits, und shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreationa! fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. [ strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped babs
harvest moratorium in the EEZ,

Respectfully Submitted,

Signature

I1FISH « 1VOTE

10/28/2003 0OU:33PM



18282803 B5:12 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 247 FE2e
3m1 342 8491

FROM @ NAWCAD PHONE MO, = 381 342 8491 . Sep. 18 2933 108:E83AM F1

From: oW Aplos?

MNatne ,'--rﬂ__hw T
Ao X 535%F . ‘

Address : Eg\ ?-8 A
7 TN/ SO kS M7 Zosd¥ R
City Smte  Zip Oy )

Amne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Wational Marine ¥isheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange: o

The Recreational Fishing Alfiance (RFA) is a natiopal, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and ihe sport fishing industry. As a n?mber of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing, .

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurming in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 10 commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropiiate 10 remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are cOncems about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘ :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ conld cause the fishing mortality rate

. toexceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the EEZ could then‘tesult

i hiOre TESTHER e Attt messres for recreationat fisterie Suctr s hig e size—

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far (oo valuable 10 the recreational fishing sector and coastal conmunities to
be compromised by opening the BEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

2

Signadﬁ’e
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Anne Lange :

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Mational Marine Fisheries Service |

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreaticnal Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a pational, grassroots political action organization
representing individuai sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
hass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large mumbers of bass are particularly vainerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amonnt of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ' |

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are coneerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘

Furthermore, :n open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the tarpets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the EEZ could then result
in more resirictive mamagement measures for recreational fishermen snchas higher minimum size
limits, reduced hag limits, and shorter seasons which wonld surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector,

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commmunities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. '

Respectfully Submitted,

10/28/2003 0OU:33PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Fedcral Fisherics Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:;

The Recreational Fishing Allisnce (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMEFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS st address the ¢ommercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Exiensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Durnng these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularty vulnerable to commercial niets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ dne to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concemns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older. larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-tetm sustainability of the stock would be
threateged.

Furthermare, an open harvest of steiped bass in the EEZ could cause the ﬁshmg mortahty rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive mapagement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher miniimutm size”

limits, reduced bag lirmits, and shorter seasons which would wraly add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Sttiped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by openmg the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the stnped bass
hatvest moramnum in the EEZ.

tfully Subrmitted,

O

I¥ISH « IVOTE
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Anne Lange | T —

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Mational Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 200910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. *

First, NMES must address the commercial bycaich of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
hass occur mpomally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EFEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratoriom until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amnendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

“in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher fininsom Size <

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised hy opening the EEZ at this time. | strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectiully Submitted,

Q-M—bx)‘r l . )b/}..fa~
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (3013 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA T
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped hass fishing.

First, NMFES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal nmgrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water .
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns abou( the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortatity rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
In more restrctive management mmeasvres for recreational fishermen such as higher rminimmum size
Jimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commmunities (o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorivm in the EEZ. |
Respectfitlly Submitted,

I¥ISH 4 IVOTE
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— Chief, State-Federa! Fisheries Livision S - e T
' Office of Sustainabie Fisheries ' ‘ _
Natlonal Marine Fisheries Service ' s SEP 167
1115 East-West Highway, Roomn 13317 o
Silver Spring, MD 20910 : BY:

e
---------

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange!:

The Racreational Fishing Alliance (RFA} is a natianal, grassroots political action
organization representing Individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry.
As a member of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped

bass fishing.

Firgt, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring ih the EEZ bafore opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive
coastal migrations of striped bass occur annually in the EEZ and many of these fish
are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate an hottom features
that hold forage and use these areas as winter feeding grounds, This makes large
numbers of bass vulnerable to cormnmercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and
large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water observations have
shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEG
due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium
until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan
states, there are concerns about the relative tack of larger fish In the stock. Many of
the striped bass In the EEZ are larger femalas. Lifting tha moratorium would place &n
increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 sacks to
enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge
NMFS to continue the striped bass harvest maratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until
time in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal. :

Respectfully Submitted,

Daswron

Darrén Zatuchney
Princeton Junction, N1
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Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division Co e T
Oﬁicc of Sustainable Fisheries . Q:P 2 & £ran
National Marine Fisheries Service el WED e e
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317 ' PY:

Silver Spring, MD 20910 T mmmas e
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing mdividual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS (0 keep the EEZ closed to striped hass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significatt amount of striped bass mortality in the
Efdf due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 1o remove the moratorium until this is

ddressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

' threatened, ' '

. Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS (o continue the striped bass
harvest moratoriutn in the EEZ. .

Respectfully Submitted,

4

o Signature
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Ciry Smare

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20510

Dear Ms. Lange:

HO. 247 PE33
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______________

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As & member of the RFA, 1
mspectfgl].y urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First. NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurting in

" the EEZ before opening these waters to digected fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fi
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 10 commercial nets, On t

sh are large breeders. During thesc
he water

observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative tack of larger fish in the

" stock. Lifting the moratoriom would place an increased pres
which Amendment & seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term su

threatened. _
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the

10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen suc
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lo

recreational fishing sectof.

sure on the stock of older, larger fish,
stainahility of the stock would be

EEZ could cavse the fishing mortality rate
and landings in the EEZ could then result

h as higher miflitwmi size ™ """
st opportunities for the

Striped bass are far too valuabie to the racreational fishing sector and coastal communities €0
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge INMFS 1o continue the stripad bass

harvest moratorivm in the EEZ.
. Respectfully Submitted,

o re

I1FISH ¢ IVOTE
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‘Chief, Stare-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

" National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms, Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, prassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As a member of the RFA, 1
respectinlly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed Lo stripeéd bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commmercial bycatch of siriped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these walers to direcied fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Auantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable (o commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is alrcady a significant amonnt of striped baxs mortality in the
EEZ due 10 commercial bycatch, 1t would not be appropriate (o remove the moratorinm until this is

" addresked.

Second, us Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of lurger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure of the stock of older, lurger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainabitity of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing moriality rate

18728 2865 512 NMFS SF 3@1-713-A596 + 93@14272515 NO.947  DEsd
FROM : JOSEPH ARSEMNAULT © PHONE NO. : 6@9687EEse Sep. 18 20603 Q1:49PM P1
- PN — e
From: N e | T LT
JGSGph R. AfSﬂDfrult ’ ' ., SEP 1 8 r‘mq3
961 Clark Avenue = L4 B
Franklinville, New Jersey 08322 i
Anne Lange

to exceed the targels set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the BEZ could then result.

e e e e

iy more Testriciive management Mcasures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

limits, reduced bag Yimits, and shorter seasons which would surely udd up to lost opportunities for the
recrearjonal fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitier 10

he compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

Respectfully Submitted,

1FISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange ; .
Chief, State-queral F:she:rws Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring. MD 20910

~ Fax (301) 713-0596 o

Dear Ms. Lange: - .

The Recreational Fishing Allsance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action orgamzation
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a megober of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. -

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters o Jirected fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of stmped |
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large sumbeys of bass are particularly vulnerable to cormmercial nets. On the water

observations have shown that there is already a signi 1 amount of striped bass mortality m th!: '
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate fo remove the. moratoriom until this is
addressed.

'Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
_which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set m Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

i ioYe TELrTicTive MEmagEent measares for recreational fishermensuchras higher nEnimuom-size—
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely 2dd up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. '

Striped bass are fat too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commumities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFES to continoe the siriped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ, -

Respectfully Submitted,
Signamre—-/
IFISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange .

Chicf, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910 o : |

t

Fax (301) 713-0596 ‘ |
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) i¢ a national, grassroofs politic ion organization

representing individual sport fisherrnen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the R.ﬁA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ. closed to striped bass fishing, ' "»_\

First, NMFS rmust address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migratious of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is atready a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial byeatch. It would not he appropriate to remove the moratorium until this i
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment & statcs, there are concerns about the relative tack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Purthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

ity ore restrictive management measures for recreationat fishermen such as higher mimirnur e — -

limits, reduced bag lirnits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector, : :

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by apening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to contitiie the striped bass

- harvest moratorium in the EEZ,
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Appe Lange :

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
‘Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

" Dear Ms, Lange:
- The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed (o striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters t0 directed fisheries. Fxtensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Adantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ. due to cormmnercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate 10 remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relstive tack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, Jarger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : .

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
- in miore Testrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as bigher minimomo size
limnits. reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.
Striped bass are far too valusble to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comEmunitics 10
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the siriped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ, |
Respectfully Submitted, o
S
Signatare
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Anne Lange ' ,

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries _
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Pear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Aliiance (RFA) is a national, rassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishetmen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the cormmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already OCCWITING m
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisherics. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large pumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the watex
observations have shown that there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass montality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 10 [EMOVE the moratoriurn until this is
addressed. |

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' '

Furthermore, ah open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

_ to exceed the targets set in Amendment 5. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

in more restrictive management MEASUTes for recreatiopal fishermen cuch as higher TR SIZE

' \inits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons Which would surely add wp t0 Jost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sectof.

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. |
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Anne Lange

Chief, $tate-Faderal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing indjvidual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As & member of the RFA, I
respectfilly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, farge mumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water .
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second. as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorfum would place an increascd pressure on the stock of oldet, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

~ Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resuit, -
i wore testrictive managerment measures for rereational fisheren such as higher mintmum size :
limits, reduced bag limits, and shotter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coaé.tal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bas
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. 4 , .

Respectfully Submitted,

B
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Anne Lange :

Chicf, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Deur Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alance (RFA) is a pational, grassroors political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS mwst address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that 1s already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisherics. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Adantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Durmg these
migrations, large sumbxrs of buss are particularly valnerable 10 commercial nets. On the water
observations lmve shown that there is already 4 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ duc to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remxve the moratorium until this is

addresscd.

Sccond, as Amendment & statcs, theie ate pouncerns sbout the relative Inck of lurger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratoriom would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 scoks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainabiliry of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthcrmore, an open harvest of striped Lass in e EEZ coukl cause the fishing mortality rate
to cxcced the targels sel in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resolt
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as highcr minimum size
timits, redused bag lmits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing sector,

Striped bass are far two valuable Lo the recreational fishing sector and coastal comnunities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS 1o continue the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in i EEZ. .

Respectfully Submitted,

.-'/ .
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Narional Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Bast-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

e - - b e e e  —— oo ——— i — Ty

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Regreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots polinical action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. _

First, NMFS must address the commerciul bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlaatic EEZ. and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particilarly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ohseivations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
FEZ, due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 10 remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘ :

Furthermore. an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

" in motE TeStictivE manapEinett isastres for reereational fishesmen such-as higher minimum.size . .

lirmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opporunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too veluable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium io the EEZ. ' \

Respectfully Submitted,
LMl
7 |
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service: -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1

respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occuITing in
the EEZ before opening these waters 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorjum until this is
addressed. : :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Armpendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Purthermore, ah open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this tirme. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ. '

Respectfully Submitted,
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Anne Lange B | | '
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service -

Fax (301) 713-0596 -

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange: , _ -

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RPA) is a national, grasstoots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During thase
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is sircady a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratorium would place an'increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then teslt
in moTe Festrictive management measiires for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter scasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable (o the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. - .

Respectfully Submitted,
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Anne Lange :

Chief. State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheriex

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 EBast-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national. grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. A« a member of the RFA, |

respectfully urge NMFS (o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these warers to dirceted fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anmually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to cormercial nets. On the water.
observations have shown that there s already a significant amount of striped hass monality in the
EEZ duc to comunercial bycaich. 1t would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative fack of larger fish in the
stogk. Lifting the moratorium would place an increascd pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks (o enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would he

. threatencd.

Furthcrmore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortalily rate
to exceed the targets sel in Amendment 6. Increased effort and kindings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen suich as Righer minimum size
lirnits, reduced bag limits. and shorter scasons which would surely add up o lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMIS 10 continue Lhe striped bass
harvest moratorium in the BEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries.
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
: Silver Spring, MD 20910
. Fax (301) 713 0596

Dear Ms, Lange

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly valnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 stateg, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
‘stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older; larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore: an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
_ 1o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landmgs in the EEZ could then result

" more restrictive management roeasures for recreational fshermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NWS o continve the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ.
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Faderal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

™

Dear Ms La;ngc _

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, [
respectfully nrge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occutring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries, Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass morlality m the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium urml this is
addressed.

Second, as Amdmem 6 states, there are concerns about the relative Iack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratoriumn would place an increased pressute on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. .

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for ereational fiskermen such as higher-minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons wh:ch would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector,

Striped bass arc far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by npenmg the EEZ at this time. I strongiy urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ

IFISH + IVOTE
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Chicf, State-Federal Fisheriss Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marme Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: .
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is 2 national, grassTools

representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. Asa
" pespectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fiching.

political action organization

member of the RFA, I

First, NMFS. must address the commercial bycatch of siriped bass that is already occurring i
the EEZ, before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are Jarge breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass ate particularly vilnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant anwount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ, due 10 commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 10 remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concems about The relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the BEZ could cause the fishing mortality rawe
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restriclive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher ruinimam size
limits. reduced bag limits, and shortex ceasons which would surely add up 10 jost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 valiable 1o the recreational fishing $ec1or and coastal commumtes 1o '
be compromsed by opening the EEZ at this time. T strongly vrge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest mOrAtorium in the EEZ.
Respectiully Submitted,
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;aliway, Room 13317

ax (301) 7130996

Dear Ms. Lange:| | | | -
| Thé: Récr%:aﬂémﬂl Fishing Alhance (RFA) is a national, _gtassfadts‘pplitical;actionQrgaﬁization

 representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fisking indusiry. As a member of the REA, e
‘respectiully urge (NMFS th keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. © - < s

" Firyt, NMFS st address the comumercil bycaich of stiped bass that I already sccurfinig
the EEZ before.opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of stiiped . .-
bass .occur ananally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish-are large breeders. During these -

-migrations, ’gq‘ numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to commercial nets. On the water,

" ohsefvations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the-

EEZ dﬁe‘t:p'cém;&mi{cial bycatch. It would nat be appropriate 10 remové the moratorium until this is o

‘ Se‘cerﬂ, s L ndnﬁr;t 6 states, there are CONCErns about tha relative lack of laxger Lﬁsh in e

whuch Amcndm¢nt6 geeks to enhance. Tiwus, the long-term sustainability of the gtock would be’ -
R R T T S

. stock. Liftingithe moratoritm would place an increased pressure on the stock of plder, larger fish, - - .

: .

B Funherﬂmréannpﬂnhamswfsmped d bass in the 'EEZ'ODﬁi&@ﬁUS?:LhB;‘ﬁShJBi. Hing momhtyrm =
mendment 6. Increased e

_ @ﬂmmlmﬁsm_meﬂﬁécwmmﬁwﬁﬂﬁ

timits, reduced bag limits, and shorter se2sons which weould surely add up o lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing ;aector'.: ' g

Smpcd bass are far too valuable to the recreatiopal fishing sector and c:n"._astal communities to

e compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
. parvest morstotium inthe BEZ. - G et wiinl

'
i

. Respectfully Submitted,
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From: \/I L C&'\E-‘\ZG\_L-

MName _ &

DAL GARRETT R T ASD s _

Address B

TRecel. Wk T ol o

City Hiate Zip ) S;H j u L ﬁ
Anne Lange I G

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

) The Recreational Fishing Alliance {
representing individual sport fishermen and t
respectfully urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ ¢

) is a national. grassroots political action organization
sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
d to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commefcial bycatch of striped bass that is alrcady occurTing in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these

migrations. large numbers of bass are particul
observations have shown that there is already

EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an
which Amendment & seeks to enhance. Thus,
threatened.

ly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
increased pressure on the stock of vlder, larger fish,
the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits. reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to thg

recreational fishing sector and ¢oastal communities to

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMEFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Su

brnitted.

Signature
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From: %\1\.3(‘?_ B\‘w WS
Name '
4 Meag.c\e_ Yatl
‘\1\3 N<6
8 Zip

Address
Vo aicle
Ciry

Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division SR PR

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317"
Silver Spring, MD 20910 A
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a meniber of the RFA, 1

e ——_—— e ———— s

HO. 247 PESE

[dont/001 |

L

respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the conumercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these walers 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped !
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these :

migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulverable to commercial pets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ, due to comnercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment & states, there are CONCEIns about the relative lack of larger fish in the ;
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, j
_ which Amendment 6 seeks to ephance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be i

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then Tesult

. ._P—-—WWWWEWWMMOWC

Timits, reduced bag linits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to Jost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities (o _
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMF5 to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorivia in the EEZ.
Respectfully Submitted,

Sigpature
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